
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NCSE RESEARCH CONFERENCE 2025 
 
 

Learnings from the USA:  secondary transitions for students with special educational 
needs, evidence-based practices and predictors of postschool success 

 
 
 

Valerie L. Mazzotti, PhD 
 

Kansas University Center on Disabilities 
 

 
 
Abstract 

This keynote presentation will focus on outcomes for youth with disabilities in the USA and the in-

school predictors of positive postschool outcomes (Mazzotti et al., 2016; 2021). The in-school 

predictors of positive postschool outcomes provide a framework for teachers, schools, and 

community service providers that can be used to develop, improve, and evaluate secondary 

transition programs and practices to help ensure students with disabilities are effectively prepared 

for adult life. This keynote will include an (a) overview of postschool outcomes for youth with 

disabilities from the USA perspective; (b) considerations related to collaboration and fragmented 

systems; (c) why teachers, schools, and community service providers should consider the predictors 

of postschool success; (d) considerations for implementing the predictors across the continuum; and 

(e) resources and questions. 
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